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This article contains a reflection on the practice of using temporary urban interventions 
to help facilitate the co-design of public spaces. It presents case studies of two public 
space improvement projects, both of which used temporary urban interventions to co-
design public spaces in various ways. This research was undertaken through practice 
and subsequent reflection on that practice whereby the authors were fully-embedded 
members of the design teams associated with each of the case studies. Following the 
completion of the projects, we analysed how these specific urban interventions performed 
as co-design tools and concluded that such urban interventions have much to offer urban 
design practitioners seeking to develop public spaces through a co-design approach. 
The case studies detailed in this article also reveal a range of possible modes through 
which temporary urban interventions can be deployed as co-design tools. We explore the 
opportunities and challenges presented by each of the modes and we offer practice-based 
















































































































































































































Case Study 1 – Love the City
This	case	study	describes	how	a	public	space	






























































slogans	such	as “Isn’t cake great?,” “My friend 
Figure 1 The co-design process as conceptualised by 
Sanders and Stappers (2008).
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Figure 2 Images from the “positive protest” 
enacted by Love the City




















































noted	that	they	had	“never been engaged 










































































Case Study 2 – Beyond the Castle




























Figure 4 Images from the outdoor living room intervention























































her	“magic mushroom ring” and	told	them	




















Figure 6 Images from the Golden Path prototype
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Figure 8 The first Beyond the Castle urban intervention with 

































































Figure 9 A Roman Centurion helps to stimulate the 
imagination of participants and the swamp fairy 
encourages children to submit their ideas.
